Rio Grande de Loiza
— Julia de Burgos

jRio Grande de Loizal... Alargate en mi espiritu
vy deja que mi alma se- pierda en- tus riachuelos
para buscar la fuente que te robo de nifio

vy en un impetu loco te devolvio al sendero.

Enroscate en mis labios y deja que te beba,
para sentirte mio por un breve momento,
y esconderte del mundo y en ti mismo esconderte,

y oir voces de asombro en la boca del viento.

Apéate un instante del lomo de la tierra,
vy busca de mis ansias el intimo secreto;
confundete en el vuelo de mi ave fantasia,

y déjame una rosa de agua en mis ensuenos.

jRio Grande de Loiza!... Mi manantial, mi rio,
desde que alzome al mundo el pétalo materno,
contigo se bajaron desde las rudas cuestas,

a buscar nuevos surcos, mis palidos anhelos,
v mi nifiez fue toda un poema en el rio,

y un rio en el poema de mis primeros suenos.

Llego la adolescencia. Me sorprendio la vida
prendida en lo mas ancho de tu viajar eterno;
v fui tuya mil veces, y en un bello romance

me despertaste el alma y me besaste el cuerpo.

(A donde te llevaste las aguas que baniaron

mis formas, en espiga de sol recién abierto?

jQuién sabe en qué remoto pais mediterraneo

algun fauno en la playa me estard poseyendo!

jQuién sabe en qué aguacero de qué tierra lejana
me estaré derramando para abrir surcos nuevos;
o si acaso, cansada de morder corazones,

me estaré congelando en cristales de hielo!

jRio Grande de Loiza!... Azul. Moreno. Rojo.
Espejo azul, caido pedazo azul de cielo;
desnuda carne blanca que se te vuelve negra
cada vez que la noche se te mete en el lecho;
roja franja de sangre, cuando bajo la lluvia

a torrentes su barro te vomitan los cerros.

Rio hombre, pero hombre con pureza de rio,

porque das tu azul alma cuando das tu azul beso.

Muy sefior rio mio. Rio hombre. Unico hombre

que ha besado mi alma al besar en mi cuerpo.

jRio Grande de Loiza!... Rio grande. Llanto grande.

El mas grande de todos nuestros llantos islerios,
si no fuera mas grande el que de mi se sale

por los ojos del alma para mi esclavo pueblo.

Born in Puerto Rico in 1914, de
Burgos is widely considered one of
the greatest poets of Latin America.
In a 2011 profile of de Burgos for
Ms. Magazine's blog, Vanessa Perez
Rosario states, “De Burgos was an
ambitious and brilliant woman
who worked diligently on two
fronts—to establish herself as a
writer of international acclaim and
to eradicate injustice. Her feminist
politics and her Afro-Caribbean
ideas allow us to read her as a
precursor to contemporary U.S.
Latina/o writers!” She lived in New
York from the early 1940’s until her
untimely death in 1953.

Confluencia

A community gathering to share the experiences of different cultures via
the written word & as a celebration of the 100th anniversary of the birth

of Puerto Rican poet, revolutionary and feminist, Julia de Burgos.

October 15, 2014

Refreshments & Music Performance « 5:00 p.m.
Open Mic - 6:00 p.m.
Readings « 6:30 p.m.

JULIA DE BURGOS

LA NUESTRA
CHIQUI VICIOSO
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<2 PROGRAM >+
Welcome Reception

Musical Prelude
Chris Connelly and Chris Cochrane, guitar duo

Greetings
Daisy Cocco De Filippis, Ph.D.
President, Naugatuck Valley Community College

Welcome

Iralis DeJesus

SGA President

Introduction

Marianela Medrano, Ph.D.
Confluencia Coordinator

Open Mic

Readings

Marianela Medrano
Nancy Mercado
Urayoan Noel
Sherezada Luisa Chiqui Vicioso

Q&A

Conclusion
Daisy Cocco De Filippis, Ph.D.

T i
Marianela Medra
Writer & Counselor

Urayoan Noel
Writer & Assistant Professor

Marianela Medrano is a Dominican writer and
professional counselor with a Ph.D. in psychology. She
offers workshops and readings in Connecticut and around
the country. She has published six poetry books including
Diosas de la Yuca/Goddesses of the Yuca (2011) and
Prietica (2013).

no

Nancy Mercado is an Assistant Editor and Board Member
for Eco-Poetry.org. Mercado is hailed in Latino Leaders
Magazine (Volume 7, No. 6) as “one of the most celebrated
members of the Puerto Rican literary movement in the
Big Apple,” and her writings are extensively anthologized.
Visit www.pw.org/content/nancy_mercado for her full
biography. (Photo credit: Peter Dressel)

Urayodn Noel is an author and editor who is originally
from San Juan, Puerto Rico. He has written a number of
poetry collections and his creative writing has appeared in
numerous journals. His honors include fellowships from
the Ford Foundation, the Bronx Council on the Arts, and
New York University. Noel is an assistant professor at the
State University of New York — Albany.

Sherezada Luisa Chiqui Vicioso is an essential poet,
playwright and essayist of the Dominican Republic.
She is currently Ambassador for Women, Children and

4 Adolescent issues at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of

Sherezada Luisa
Chiqui Vicioso
Poet & Ambassador

her country. She is an award-winning author of 19 books,
including the seminal poetic biography of the writer
Julia de Burgos of Puerto Rico.




