ELEFHANT IN THE DARK

Some indus have an clephant to show.
No one here has everseen an elephant.

T!‘\eg bring it at niglwt to a dark room.

One }33 one,we go in the dark and come out
sayinghow we exPerieﬂce the animal.

One of us happens to touch the trunk.
« A water~PiP€ kind of creature.”

Anot}wer, the ear. “A very strong, alwags moviﬂg
back and 1Cor’chJ fan-animal.”

Another, the ]eg. | will find it stilL

like a columnon a ’cemPIe.”

Another touches the curved back.
“A leathcrg throne.”

Another, the clcverest, feels the tusk.
“A rounded sword made of Porcelain.”

fﬂe’s Proucl of his clescription.

Each of us touches one Place
and understands the whole in that way.

The Palm and the Fingers Feeling inthe dark are
how the senses exP]ore the realitg of the elephant

]]CCBC}'I O]C us hC]C{ a canc”e ’chcre,

and if we went together,

we could see it.

Sc]ectec{ from Thc Esscntfa/Kuml; translations }33 Coleman Barks‘
New York: r'iarper Onc, 2004
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FroFessor E_ugene | . Wisniewski, or FroFessorW

as students eﬂdearinglg ca”ec{

him, was hired as an acﬁunct
instructor of horticulture in
1986 and then as a full-time
associate Progessor and the
Program’s coordinatorin
1999. During his tenure, he
helpecl the program carn
accreditation from the
Associated Lanclscape
Contrac‘cors of America and
become the firstin the state
to be accredited }39
Professional| andcare

Network (FLANET), the

nation’s largest trade association for ]anclscape ProFessiona]s.

|n addition to bringing accreditation, Fromcessor Wisniewski helped
organize a transfer agreement between NVC (C and the Universitg of
Connccticut, the state’s onlg otherhorticulture program. [He hclped the
Co”ege reap the benefits of a beautification Project, in which the
(Connecticut Nurserg and Lanclscapers Association and (_onnecticut
(Greenhouse (Growers Association P]antc& more than $40,000 worth
of plantlife on the campus. On Octobcr 16,2009, he Presic]ed overthe
ribbon cutting foranew 6,000~square~Foot greenlwousc “(ene
sPearlweac}ecJ the dcsign and construction of the new greenlﬁouscj” said
Bonnie Simon, now retired director of the math and science division.
“IHe gotto see his dream come true. | he bui]ding is bi%er, better and

more modern than either of us ever dreamed of

Wisniewski ecarned an associate clegrec in horticulture from S.UNY,
(Cobleskill, and a bachelor's degree in horticulture from the Urxiversitg
of Rhode ]s]an(i [Te also earned a masters c]cgree in administration and
supervision from (entral C onnecticut State Univcrsitg. Priorto
teaching full-time at N\/CC, Wisniewski ’caughtwcor twent5~eigl'1t years
at Nonnewaug High 5(:}1001 in Wooc}burg.

His life and contributions are celebrated today with the dedication of
the Eugene | Wisniewski Japanese Garden‘
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